

Let's summarize what we've discussed.

Last month, we talked about Jamestown. It was the first successful English colonies in North America.

At this time, King James had graned two colonies: the Jamestown Colony and the Plymouth Colony.

Additionally, Quebec and Acadia were being established in what is now Canada. Quebec was established in
1608 by Samuel de Champlain. Acadia, where some of my family history lies, was founded in 1604 or 1605
as Port Royal in what is now Nova Scotia.

And the Spanish were already in Florida. Although both French and Spaniards had been landing and attempting
settlement in Florida in the 1500's, in 1565 the Spanish established Saint Augustine. The Spanish have had
continual settlement there since until they ceded Florida to the US in 1819.

One other Colony which was established during this time was New Netherland, in 1621 by the Dutch West India Company.
This was established in areas that are now New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware. The upper-East coast area.

So, the early 1600's is an important time when colonization really starts to peak.

Today, let's focus on one colony which is important: the Plymouth Colony.

So, first, let's answer the question "who were the Plymouth Colonists?" The Pilgrims was the name given to
English settlers in Plymouth Massachusetts. They were separatist Puritans who disliked the religious and
political situation in England at the time. Puritans who had stayed in England later took part in the
English Civil War in 1642.

The Pilgrims, as they came to be known, rejected the authority of England. They quit the Church of England
to form a separatist church. Because of the response by the church and government of England, they fled
first to Holland in the Netherlands in 1607, and then made plans to establish a colony in North America.

THE TRIP
They acquired two ships: The Speedwell and the Mayflower for the trip to America. The Speedwell was
untrustworthy and was sold and left behind in England. This left the Mayflower as the only ship
the group had for the Atlantic crossing. 120 passengers made the trip. One crew and one passenge
died on the trip over and one child was born. 

The Mayflower sighted land on November 9th, 1620. They landed in Provincetown Harbor, Massachuessetts on
11 November 1620. At that time, they established the Mayflower Compact, which established the government
agreements between all in the party. The Mayflower Compact was  signed on 21st November 1620. Here's the
key part of the Mayflower Compact.

 By this document they did:
 
  covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation,
  and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and
  equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet
  and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience. 

Therefore, they established their own governance authority by this agreement. This is a key aspect of what
is later to become what we know today: that free people could reject foreign authority, establish their own
governance and agree to live together in peace. This compact has been regarded as the world's first written
constitution.

THE COLONY
Setting foot in Provincetown on November 13th, 1620, they were not happy with the site at Provincetown
and moved to Plymouth Harbor on December 16th. On 21 December 1620, they began setting up a permanent
settlement at Plymouth. This was the beginning of winter and it was tough to build a settlement this
time of year. Many continued to live on the ship, even though they had been there for six months.

In mid February, a military order was established after tense standoffs with the Indians. Myles Standish
was the commanding officer. They established a peace treaty with the Indians in March of 1621.

Because of sickness and harsh times, about half of the colony had died that first winter. The Mayflower
left for England in April to bring more colonists. In November 1621, another ship arrived with more
colonists. For the next few years, ships continued to arrive with more colonists.


 
 
